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for the merchants to post small sample lots of the rubber
on offer to the manufacturers, who buy on the strength of a
superficial examination alone. Sometimes the deal is
effected on post samples alone, or the manufacturers may send
their trained buyers to inspect the bulk. Undoubtedly crude
and open to errors as this procedure may be, it still remains
for those who have strenuously advocated chemical analysis
as the proper basis on which to found ideas as to value to
show how the alteration can be carried out. It will be
evident from what has been said as to the nature of the raw
*      ,
I f                          rubber, its protean forms, and its varied characteristics, that
the taking of a correct sample indicative of the bulk, say, of
several tons, must prove an exceedingly difficult undertaking,
leaving out of consideration altogether the expense which
would be involved. Not only does the rubber arrive in most
cases in very small pieces, but the contained impurities are
very unevenly distributed. As the suggested alteration of
procedure has not so far been seriously considered by the
trade, its pros and cons need not receive detailed notice
here; it will suffice to say with emphasis that any change
will have to be made on very carefully considered lines, and
that if discrepancies are to be avoided a close understanding
must be arrived at between the chemists employed by both
buyer and seller as to the actual details of the methods of
testing adopted. Even in such a comparatively simple
case as the . cellulose boards imported into England
from Scandinavia for paper-making purposes, it has been
found extremely difficult to arrive at the true percentage of
moisture, not because of faulty work on the part of individual
analysts, but because the water is unevenly distributed in
the mass, thus making the sampling procedure a matter of